Fatal injuries to bicycle riders in Auckland.
Twenty bicycle riders were fatally injured in Auckland between 1974 and 1984. Eighteen were male and nine aged under 15 years. The age distribution of fatalities corresponds closely to the known age distribution of the cycling population. Few differences in pattern of injury were demonstrable between younger (under 15 years) and older riders. Sixteen died of fatal injury to multiple organ systems. Fourteen had fatal injury to brain, including four with no other significant organ injury. Fatal cardiopulmonary trauma was seen in seven riders and fatal abdominal trauma in seven. Cervical and high thoracic fracture dislocation with cord injury were seen in seven riders. Compared to the population base, incidence of fatalities is low, and no recent significant increase is detected.